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Chandragupta Maurya

Asoka Maurya

How power was
gained an
Empire
expanded?

Born in a power kingdom on the lower
Ganges

Gathered an army, killed the ruling
king, claimed the throne and began the
Mauryan Empire

After his father ruled for a short time, he
assumed the throne in 268 B.C

Fought a long bloody war to conquer the
Deccan region. Horrified by the slaughter:
100,000 dead, he made no further
conquests

How power was

Created a highly bureaucratic

After being horrified by the bloody battles of

maintained? (organized) government the war over the Deccan region, he

Divided empire into 4, each headed by converted to Buddhism.
a royal prince o rejected violence, ruled peacefully by moral
Ruled harshly: always had a guard of example
armed women surrounding him who o Promised to treat his subjects fairly and
killed anyone who came inside their humanely.
lines.

Achievements Built the largest city in the world at the Built roads to visit all corners of his empire.

accomplished?

time.

Palace contained gold-pillars,
fountains, and thrones.

Capital city featured parks and markets

Built rest houses for travelers.

Built hospitals

Sent missionaries across India and
surrounding areas to spread Buddhism.
supported religious tolerance.

What became of
the Empire
upon death?

Voluntarily gave up his throne
Grandson, Asoka, took power.

Empire began to break up after his death.





